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Air Pollution Control in Louisville

Daytime air pollution over downtown Louisville in 1943

Concerned about the growing 
problem of air pollution, city 
leaders in 1945 formed the 
Louisville Smoke Commission. That 
evolved into the Louisville Metro 
Air Pollution Control District, which 
today is responsible for enforcing 
national, state, and local air 
pollution laws and regulations ς
including  the federal Clean Air Act 
ςin Louisville/Jefferson County.



Who We Are
ÁTo whom do we report?
ÁThe Community

ÁEnvironmental Protection Agency

ÁKy. Division for Air Quality

ÁAir Pollution Control Board

ÁHow are we funded?
ÁFederal Grants

ÁPermit Fees

ÁEmission Fees

ÁProgram Fees

ÁLouisville Metro General Fund

APCD Goals

Ensure healthy air for 
breathing

Help local businesses meet 
air quality standards



U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency

Á!ƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ

ÁAdministers the Clean Air Act (CAA)

Áά/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭƛǎƳέ



KY Division for Air Quality

The Air Pollution Control District "shall adopt no
regulation or standard less stringent than a
regulationor standardadoptedby the cabinetΧ"



The Louisville Metro Air Pollution 
Control District

State and local air pollution agenciestake the lead in 

carrying out the Clean Air Act. 

ÁAPCD is delegated authority to implement CAA in 
Louisville 

ÁAPCD provides solutions for Louisville Metro pollution 
problems that require special understanding of local 
industries, geography, housing, and travel patterns, as 
well as other factors.



ÁRegulatory authority for air pollution control 
in Louisville Metro/Jefferson County

ÁPrivate citizens appointed by the Mayor and 
approved by the Metro Council

ÁAdopts regulations, orders, and resolutions 
as needed to control air pollution

PP

Air Pollution Control District 
Board



What We Do

ÁCollect information

ÁAdminister rules

ÁIssue and enforce permits

ÁEducate and assist

ÁPolicy development



Clean Air

Permit

Monitor Air

Verify Compliance

Enforce Public  Involvement

Regulatory/Policy/
Voluntary Program 

Development



!t/5Ωǎ
Air Monitoring Network

ÁNetwork of equipment 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ [ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ŀƛǊ 
quality

ÁaƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ǎƛȄ άŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀέ 
pollutants, air toxics and 
meteorology 



Regulations
ÁAir pollution in Louisville is controlled by both laws 

and regulations

ÁLaws 
ÁThe acts, statutes, and ordinances passed by 

elected officials to govern an issue

ÁExample: the Clean Air Act (CAA) is a federal law

ÁRegulations
ÁCreated by an agency to implement laws

ÁGenerally more specific than laws

!t/5Ωǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ 
www.louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-
district/air-pollution-regulations-and-laws 
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https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district/air-pollution-regulations-and-laws


What is a State Implementation 
tƭŀƴ ƻǊ ά{LtέΚ

Á Complex, living, evolving collection of documents that is federally 
enforceable and serves as a long-term strategy or plan for 
attaining and maintaining the NAAQS.

Á Describes how a state or local area will attain and maintain the 
NAAQS and may include:

Á Regulations 

Á Source specific requirements (RACT/RACM)

ÁMobile Vehicle Emissions Budget (MVEB)

ÁMaintenance plan(s)

Á Board Orders

Á Contingency measures

YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅΩǎ {Lt όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ 
County portion) can be found at 40 CFR 

Part 52 Subpart S
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https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=bedc49b738aeeb558c2eb6ca81d62afe&mc=true&node=sp40.3.52.s&rgn=div6


Permitting

ÁTitle V

ÁFEDOOP (Federally 
Enforceable District Origin 
Operating Permit Program)

ÁMinor/Registered Sources

ÁSTAR/Air Toxics 

PP



Compliance
ÁAllows the APCD to evaluate processes and activities that 

create air pollution

ÁHelps companies and individuals understand their 
responsibilities to comply with APCD and federal regulations 
and laws.

ÁCompliance activities include (but are not limited to):
Á Inspecting facilities 

ÁReviewing records (i.e. reviewing emissions logs)

Á Issuing Notice of Violations (NOVs) 

ÁProviding resources to assist with compliance

ÁConducting Asbestos inspections

ÁDeveloping Risk Management Plans (RMP)

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district/air-pollution-regulations-and-laws


Enforcement
ÁAllows APCD to take steps to bring alleged violators 

into compliance through enforcement

ÁIf necessary to ensure that businesses and the public 
ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ !t/5Ωǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀ 
Notice of Violation and resolves it by:

ÁSettling the violation through Board Orders and 
Enforceable Agreements
ÁPenalties, Compliance Plans, Supplemental Environmental Projects

ÁAdministrative Hearing

ÁtǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƴƎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ !t/5Ωǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎPP



Environmental Justice and
Policy

PP



Community Complaints
ÁTypes of complaints received:

ÁOdors 

ÁDust
ÁDust plans in effect for businesses and facilities with APCD 

permits

ÁDust plans created in response to complaints

ÁSmoke
ÁOpen Burning

ÁFire Pit regulations
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Public Outreach 
ÁPromote air quality awareness and 

education
ÁKentuckiana Air Education (KAIRE)

ÁPromote emission reduction programs
Á Idle Free Louisville

ÁGrow More Mow Less

ÁLawn Care for Cleaner Air

ÁApply for grant funding

ÁFacilitate stakeholder involvement

ÁParticipate in community initiatives



Community Engagement
ÁPartnership and Participation with 

Community Organizations:

ÁPartnership for a Green City

ÁWest Jefferson County Community Task Force (WJCCTF)

ÁRubbertown Community Advisory Council (RCAC)

ÁU of L Superfund Center/Green Heart

ÁLouisville Sustainability Council (LSC)

ÁEvolve KY

ÁTrees Louisville

ÁLouisville Grows

ÁKentucky Clean Fuels Coalition (KCFC)



ÁInteragency Initiatives:

ÁEnvironmental Protection Agency (EPA), including 
Regionally Applied Research Effort (RARE) project

ÁKentuckiana Regional Planning & 

Development Agency (KIPDA) 

ÁKY Division for Air Quality (DAQ)

ÁLouisville Metro Government partners 
ÁOffice of Sustainability

ÁDepartment of Public Health and Wellness

ÁLouisville Resilience

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ



Policy & Program Development
ÁGreen Infrastructure/Tree Canopy
ÁUrban Heat Island reduction
ÁPollution reduction

ÁReduce energy use
ÁCut emissions from gas/diesel lawn equipment

ÁVehicle and Equipment Technology
ÁClean engines
ÁClean fuels
Á Idle reduction

ÁTransportation Planning/Land Development
ÁAir Quality Analysis ςPlan Review
ÁComprehensive Plan
ÁExpanded alternative transportation choices
ÁMOVE Louisville

ÁRegional Freight Plan APCD is constantly seeking 
opportunities to collaborate 

with the community.



Information Resources

ÁAPCD website/emailing list/Twitter

ÁLouisville Air Watch

ÁLouieStat

ÁOpen Records Request



Questions?
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[ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ



Air Pollution Control in Louisville

1945ςLouisville Smoke Commission

established

1952ςAir Pollution Control District 

of Jefferson County formed

1970ςClean Air Act

2005ςStrategic Toxic Air Reduction 

program implemented

Fourth Street 1943


